
THE GAVEL - Holiday Celebrations have arrived – tinsel, lights, 
and lots of goodies!  You – our AESC members - will be hosting, 
attending and celebrating at events all over the world in the coming 
weeks. If you take a few moments to consider those in attendance at 
your events, I am certain you will recognize a few Angels.  They are 
the individuals who were instrumental in the planning and 
coordination weeks in advance, and arrived a few hours early to set 
up.  They are constantly scanning the room to ensure that everyone 
has a plate, a full glass, and a friendly greeting.  They are the ones 
who warmly welcome first time guests and personally introduce 
them to others.  They are the guests who, no matter how early they 
got up or how long they’ve worked, arrive with a smile of 
appreciation knowing the hosts have most likely had a more 
challenging day than theirs. Angels who are seldom in front of the 
audience as they do most of their work behind the scenes.  

AESC has a wonderful group of Angels who volunteer for our 
organization on a daily basis.  Most of them have paying jobs, but 
sometimes they put in the almost the same amount of hours for 
AESC.  They are quiet professionals who do not seek reward as they 
love the opportunity to serve our Engineer community by sharing 
their talents.  They don’t all live in DC.  Some have served on 
numerous boards, for others this is a first time experience.  They are 
the foundation of our organization. The Engineer Angels I refer to 
are those who serve on the Army Engineer Spouses’ Club Executive 
Board.  I appreciate them and their service.  I know you do as well.

Who are the Engineer Angels in your community?  Take a few 
moments to let them know you recognize their commitment. Just a 
whisper in the ear can mean the world to someone.  Perhaps you are 
the one with wings on your back?  Keep going, stay the course, don’t 
stop … the Engineer community needs you and your energy!
I hope your holiday is filled spending time with  loving family and 
friends … and a few Angels!

Warmly, Connie
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It’s Time! Our Army Engineer Memorial Awards 
process has begun! The AEMA application is now on our 
website.  Applications were open December 1, 2015 and will close March 1, 
2016.

www.armyengineerspouses.com/army-engineer-
memorial-awards-aema 

The Army Engineer Memorial Awards were established in 
1967 as a living memorial to Engineer Officers killed in Vietnam 

and are given annually to honor all Engineer Officers who died in the line of duty.  A 
candidate for an award may be any graduating high school senior who is a citizen of the 
United States and whose sponsor, parent, or legal guardian is a U.S. Army Engineer (active 
duty, retired or deceased), National Guard U.S. Army Engineer, Reserve U. S. Army 
Engineer, or current Department of the Army employee of the U.S. Army Corps of 
Engineers (USACE), as well as a current member of the Army Engineer Spouses Club. The 
merit based awards are open to students in all fields of study and are based on academic 
and extracurricular achievement during high school.  All monies awarded must be applied 
toward tuition or scholastic expenses at a college, university, technical or vocational school.

The Army Engineer Spouses' Club, through efforts of its membership and outside 
contributors, has established a permanent fund for the perpetuation of the Army Engineer 
Memorial Award. Individuals may make a tax-deductible contribution to this fund, either 
as a gift or as a memorial. Please click here to make a donation.

www.armyengineerspouses.com/please-donate

AEMA

http://www.armyengineerspouses.com/army-engineer-memorial-awards-aema
http://www.armyengineerspouses.com/please-donate.html
http://www.armyengineerspouses.com/please-donate
http://www.armyengineerspouses.com/army-engineer-memorial-awards-aema
http://www.armyengineerspouses.com/please-donate.html
http://www.armyengineerspouses.com/please-donate
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Facts About the 
Geraldine K. 

Morris Award 

• First award given in 
2007 to Courtney 
Huron

• Awardees must plan 
to pursue a nursing 
degree or 
certification

• Winners receive 
$1000 per year for 
four years

• Students must 
maintain a GPA of 
2.75 or better

• Students must submit 
a letter to AEMA 
stating their GPA and 
that they are in good 
standing with their 
school

Geraldine K. Morris 
Award

In 2006, the Geraldine K Morris 
Award was established. Mrs. Morris 
served as an Army nurse, was Honorary 
President of the Army Engineer 
Spouses’ Club and wife of the 44th 
Chief of Engineers, LTG (Ret) John 
Morris. (July 1976-September 1980). A 
candidate for this merit based award 
may be any qualified graduating high 
school senior who intends to enroll in a 

program leading to a nursing degree or certification.This award 
will be renewable based on the student's GPA and their 
maintaining full-time enrollment in a nursing program.

From Mrs. Morris’s Legacy Page:
Geraldine King Morris, 85, died Tuesday 28 March 2006 at 
Davis Health Care Center ending 5 years of being severely 
handicapped by a major stroke.

Born in Wilmington on 23 November 1920 to Harry and Anna 
King. She attended Summer Hill Elementary School and New 
Hanover High School where she was a most popular and active 
student. In her yearbook she was described as one who "listened 
to everyone's advice and then did it her own way." Upon 
completing High School, Gerry attended James Walker Nurses 
Training and after three years was an accredited registered 
Nurse in a profession of which she was proud and remained 
proficient in all her life. In later years, when introduced, as "she 
was a nurse" her retort was "I am a nurse."

In January 1942 she married Lieutenant William Ludwig an 
Army Air Corps Pilot, later killed in action in 1944 in Italy. 
Immediately thereafter she joined the Army Nurse Corps as a 
flight nurse and was ultimately assigned to Fort McKinley near 
Manila, Philippines. There in April 1946 she met Captain John 
W. Morris. After her discharge from the Army, they were 
married on 12 May 1947 in St. John's Episcopal Church in 
downtown Wilmington.

Thus began 59 years of marriage, including over 33 years as an 
Army wife, mother, and strong helper as her husband advanced 
to become the 44th Chief of Engineers of the Army Corps of 
Engineers. These Army years and those that followed gave her 
frequent travel opportunities throughout the world. She was 
always an attractive and effective representative of the Army 
and the United States.
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Award Recipient Update
We LOVE hearing from our award winners! Abby Fenn is a 2015 AEMA Award Recipient attending 
University of Pittsburgh. Abby was awarded $1000. Abby attended Osbourn Park High School in 
Manassas where she was involved in the National Honors Society, Girl Scouts, and Key Club among many 
other activities.  She was a dancer with the Manassas Ballet Academy’s Professional Division. Abby was 
recently accepted in the Air Force ROTC program with a scholarship and was awarded “Cadet of the 
Month” in October.
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Welfare & Service
We have reached our goal ($500) by earning $553 but we still have 20 days left. Please 
share the link to our campaign with friends and family. Don't forget that 20% of each 
sale goes to AESC to support our charity fundraiser on behalf of the Army Engineer 
Memorial Awards, Knollwood Retirement Community and the Fairfax Assisted Living 
Community.

www.lynchcreekfundraising.com/c/31728 

Here are a few wreaths that AESC members and friends have received

http://www.lynchcreekfundraising.com/c/31728
http://www.lynchcreekfundraising.com/c/31728
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Around Town 
Do you know where you will be 
on New Year’s Eve when the clock 
strikes 12? Find a spot here in the 
DC Metro area just right to ring 
in 2016!

•  Take a cruise along the 
Potomac - Enjoy an evening 
of dining and dancing while taking in the skyline views of 
DC on the “Odyssey” or the “Spirit of Washington”

•  First Night Family Event - Enjoy live music and 
entertainment by a wide variety of local performers and 
even some fireworks! Check out this web site for events in 
Alexandria, Annapolis, Vienna, and Falls Church  
www.dc.about.com/od/hoildaysseasonalevents/a/
Firstnights.htm 

•  Many area hotels, restaurants and nightclubs offer some of 
the regions liveliest parties!  Better get your tickets FAST, 
they may already be sold out!

•  Check out the fireworks! Bundle up and head to 
Alexandria, Annapolis, Baltimore or Winchester to watch 
the sky explode in color!

•  Book a quiet evening out for you and that special 
someone at a romantic restaurant! Acadians, Ambar, The 
Bombay Club, Catch 15, Jack Rose Dining Saloon, Rosa 
Mexicano are just a few places around town offering New 
Year’s Eve specials.  Call today for your reservation!

•  Enjoy Live Music or Theater! Attend a concert such as A 
Jazz New Year’s Eve at the Kennedy Center, or a party at 
Georgetown’s Washington Harbour. 

•  Celebrate the exact time the Emancipation Proclamation 
took effect at President Lincoln’s Cottage. There will be 
live music, desserts and drinks. The cottage is located on 
the grounds of the Armed Forces Retirement Home on 
Rock Creek Church Road in DC.

•  Try your luck at Maryland Live Casino! In addition to 
blackjack, poker and slots, you can watch the ball drop in 
NYC’s Time’s Square.

Cut Your Own 
Christmas Tree 

• Buck Lodge Farm, 
Boyds MD 

• Butler’s Orchard, 
Germantown, MD 

• Gaver Tree Farm, Mt 
Airy, MD 

• Homestead Farm, 
Poolesville, MD 

• Seppi Evergreens, 
Bowie, MD 

• Country Loving 
Christmas Tree Farm, 
Leesburg, VA 

• Day Star Farm, 
Leesburg, VA 

• Fox Ridge Farm, Great 
Falls, VA 

• Hank’s Christmas 
Trees, Markham, VA 

• Krop’s Crops, Great 
Falls, VA 

• Middleburg Christmas 
Tree Farm, 
Purcellville, VA 

• Snickers Gap 
Christmas Tree Farm, 
Round Hill, VA

http://www.dc.about.com/od/hoildaysseasonalevents/a/Firstnights.htm
http://www.dc.about.com/od/hoildaysseasonalevents/a/Firstnights.htm
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Protocol Points to Ponder 
Do you have a protocol question we can address here in Protocol 
Points to Ponder?  Please send it my way at 
newsletter@armyengineerspouses.com. Here are a few questions 
from an inquisitive reader: 

“We just went to dinner at my spouse’s boss’s house. I can’t 
entertain like they did and my house looks like a shack compared 

to theirs. Do I HAVE to invite them to my house?”

In the course of your military life, and especially as you 
become more senior, you will receive many invitations to 
social events, both military and civilian. If you are invited to 
dinner at the home of your boss, remember that they have 
been entertaining for many more years than you have. Over 
the years in the military, they have developed a style that is 
comfortable for them. Do not be afraid to reciprocate with an 
invitation because your “picnic in the back yard with the kids” 
might fall short.  Your leadership will be happy for the chance 
to get to know you better in any setting.

“My husband calls his boss by rank or “Ma’am”.  She’s not my boss, 
but she hasn’t ask me to call her by her first name – should I do it 

anyway?”

You should always address senior officers and their spouses as 
―LTC Smith or ―Mr./Mrs. Smith until they ask you to do 
otherwise. If your husband’s boss desires that you call her by 
her first name, she will tell you. Do not take the liberty until 
then. If you are asked to use a first name, it is polite to do so.

“Where do we get the saying ‘Mind your Ps and Qs?”

There are several different theories, and no definite proof of 
the derivations of this term meant to remind you to mind 
your manners.  However, the most popular theory suggests 
the “Ps and Qs” is short for “pleases” and “thank yous.”  or 
even “please” and “excuse”. The latter part of those phrases 
making the Q sounds.

AESC History 
On December 8, 1983, 

AEOWC hosted their annual 
December brunch at the Ft. 
McNair Officer’s Club. They 
started at 10:30am with a 

social and cash bar then had 
a brunch while enjoying the 

music and dancing of the 
Merrymakers. The 

Merrymakers were a musical 
group of 25 lively, costumed 
senior citizens that danced 

and played musical 
instruments. 

http://armyengineerspouses.com
http://armyengineerspouses.com
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Save the Date 

Jan 6th 
AESC Board Meeting

@The Fairfax, must RSVP

Jan 20th 
Ladies Bowling Night,

Ft. Belvoir

Feb 3rd 
AESC Board Meeting

Feb 10th 
Couples Night

John Strongbows Old 
Tavern

March 2nd 
AESC Board Meeting

March 26th 
Wine Tasting

April 6th 
AESC Board Meeting

April 14th 
Merlot’s Masterpieces

Do You Know…… 
…that the U.S. Army Corps 
of Engineers is a 
participating agency in 
the Every Kid in a Park 
Program? President 
Obama created Every Kid 
in a Park so fourth graders 
and their families could 
discover our wildlife, resources, 
and history for free. Just go to 
www.everykidinapark.gov and print your pass.  The pass 
is for U.S. 4th grade students (or home school equivalent) 
and expires August 31, 2016.  Educators can get one pass for 
each of their 4th grade students.

Once you print your pass, just show it to the Park Ranger 
when you enter the park. If there is no Ranger, just leave it 
on the dashboard. If the park charges an entrance fee, the 
pass admits all children under 16 and up to three adults for 
free. Same goes for parks that charge vehicle fees.

The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers has more recreation 
visits than any other government group - more than 350 
million every year. You can swim, boat, fish, hike and ride 
horses.  See how dams and river locks are built. Even drive a 
barge or boat through a lock on a major river. Start your 
adventure at www.corpslakes.us. 

The other participating agencies are:

• U.S. Bureau of Land Management

• U.S. Bureau of Reclamation

• National Oceanic & Atmospheric Administration

• National Park Service

• U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service

• U.S. Forest Service

http://www.everykidinapark.gov
http://www.corpslakes.us
http://www.everykidinapark.gov
http://www.corpslakes.us
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2015-2016 
Volunteers 

Parliamentarian 
Roz Riley 

Membership 
Jackie Caldwell 

Hospitality 
Terri Stevens 

Historian 
Laurel-Lee States 

Castle-Gram 
Allison Chamberlayne 

Webmaster 
Laura Putnam 

Circulation 
Kara Anderson 

Castle Boutique 
Sheila Kelly 

Welfare Services 
Launa Brown 

Retirement Residences 
Liaison 

Kay Burlin  

Knollwood Bake Sale 
Pricilla Noah 

Nominations 
Bette Meuleners 

Volunteer at Large 
Lisa Stevenson

Honorary Advisors 

Renee Bostick - Spouse, Chief of Engineers

Jackie Caldwell - SES Spouse, Director of Military Programs

Joan Stockton - SES Spouse, Director of Civil Works

Get to know our 
volunteers! 

Introducing 

Jessica Gregris 
Treasurer

Jessica is in charge of tracking the AESC finances.  She reports our balance and 
major income and expenses each month to the board.  She tracks the fees we pay 
out to places like Paypal and ensures we have an accurate account of our income. 
Jessica works closely with the Castle Boutique to ensure they have the inventory 
they need (as well as stay within their budget!), Membership to keep track of dues 
paid, and AEMA to transfer finds we raise to our awards fund.

Family: Married to LTC Mark Gregris, stepson is Zachary who is in his 
third year of college at Western Michigan University, and our daughter 
Morgan is a precocious four year old in pre-K. 

How many places have you called home?   
Too many.  I think I’m at 17 now.  I moved a lot as a kid and then I 
joined the Army in 1989.

In the spirit of “Bloom where you are planted”, what was your 
favorite thing about your least favorite duty station?  I haven’t 
disliked anywhere I’ve been and have always found unique things to 
enjoy at every duty station.	

What	song	is	playing	on	your	radio?Lately	I’ve	been	tuning	into	
country	music	which	is	probably	because	I	went	to	a	Toby	Keith	concert	
at	the	end	of	the	summer.	

What’s	for	dinner	tonight?	Whatever	my	hubby	wants	to	make.		My	
husband	likes	to	cook	and	I	like	him	to	cook	too!	

What’s	the	last	game	you	played?	While	visiting	my	parents	in	Texas	
my	father	and	I	played	backgammon.		Of	course,	I’m	always	up	for	
chutes	and	ladders,	hi-ho	cherry-oh,	etc	(gotta	love	life	with	a	four	year	
old).	

What’s	one	thing	we	would	be	surprised	to	learn	about	you?	I	am	
actually	a	Lieutenant	Colonel	in	the	Army	too.		I	keep	asking	my	husband	
when	he	is	going	to	join	the	Army	Signal	Spouses	Club.	

Is	there	anything	else	you’d	like	to	tell	us?	We	enjoy	scuba	diving	(in	
warm	water)	but	only	get	a	couple	of	opportunities	a	year	to	indulge	in	
our	hobby.	
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Castle Boutique

Visit our website under the 
MEMBERS ONLY TAB 

for new items and exclusive 
discounts 

LAST MINUTE GIFT IDEA! 

Holiday travel? Hostess gift? Office party? Consider this great gift from the Castle Boutique.

1001 Things To Love About Military Life 

This book is just the right gift for any Military coffee table! Co authored by one of our own 
Engineer spouses, Holly Scherer. You will also recognize stories and quotes from Engineer 
military and family members.
This book provides inspiration and insight into the lives of today's dedicated and courageous 
military members and their families.  It highlights many traditions, advantages, and experiences.
Here are a few......

#481 Phrases with which we are all very familiar: Now serving C325 at window number two
#959 Friendships in the military that last a lifetime
#65 Staff duty
#540 case lot sales

Traditions that connect us from one generation to the next
#699 Wine toast
#686 A salute
#689Reveille and other bugle calls

This book will trigger many memories, a perfect reminder of 
the positive aspects to military life!

Visit the Castle Boutique website to order
armyengineerspouses.com

WANTED! 
Engineer buttons!

If you have any you would 
like to donate, please 
contact Sheila Kelly.

castleboutique@armyengineerspouses.com

mailto:boutique@armyengineerspouses.com
http://armyengineerspouses.com/
http://armyengineerspouses.com/
mailto:boutique@armyengineerspouses.com
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It was an extremely hot Fort Benning summer afternoon in 
July.  We just returned back from block leave where we 
visited family and friends in a whirlwind span of just two 
weeks.  You’ve all been there and know the exhaustion.  I 
was getting the house back together and listening to the 
local news on TV when all of a sudden I hear “Up next, 3rd 
Brigade, 3rd Infantry Division at Fort Benning will 
deactivate….”  I immediately stopped what I was doing and 
paid attention.  The 11th Engineer Battalion had just become 
part of the brigade back in May.  I was floored and glued to 
the TV.  I quickly called my husband and he had just 
received word himself from the Brigade Commander, who 
also found out from the local news!  Never in a million years 

when my husband took command back in January did I think his mission would be to deactivate the 
Battalion BEFORE his two years were up!  

In the coming weeks following the announcement we learned that the Battalion would 
deactivate sometime in December of THIS YEAR!  WOW!!! We were not even on Fort Benning a 
year when the announcement was made.  It was all a little hard to believe.  I kept thinking Congress 
would swoop in and make one of their Nth hour “save the day” votes that would keep us here in the 
11th.  Sadly not.  It was happening and I had to stop thinking of myself and start thinking of the 
Soldiers and Families of the 11th and what they needed to get through this.  The first thought I had 
was “we are all in the same boat” then “we are going down like the Titanic” so, I gathered the Coffee 
Group and we had a Titanic themed Coffee! We sipped champagne, uttered in disbelief that our ship 
was sinking, and took our minds of our uncertain futures for the evening. 

For the next few months, it was our job to let people know we are in this together.  Some very 
big decisions needed to be made at the Family level and we wanted them to know that this is not a 
cattle moving operation.  Where each Soldier and Family will PCS/ETS/Retire to (or stay at Fort 
Benning in another unit) will be handled on a case by case basis.  We wanted them to know if they 
are having difficulty, please bring it to our attention.  Whether it is getting the movers scheduled, 
EFMP files updated or dealing with housing or landlords, whatever the case may be, we wanted to 
know so we can help. We held Battalion town halls, countless company and battalion level FRG 
meetings and Coffee Group outings (fun ones at that).  It’s a challenge to hold holiday events when 
FRGs are winding down but they are still happening. Whether it be a trunk or treat, Pot luck holiday 
party or a good ole sing your blues away Karaoke night at the local Benning brew pub.  It’s important 
to blow off a little steam when you are not sure where you will be in the next 3-6months.  I think 
some of our Soldiers/Families were surprised to learn that even the Battalion Commander and Family 
doesn’t exactly know their future either.  Because we are all in the same boat . 

continued…

11th Engineer Battalion Deactivation 
by Laura Putnam
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11th Engineer Battalion Deactivation 

Another task that has not been taken lightly is figuring out where all the Battalion memorabilia 
and artifacts will be stored.  The plaques, artwork, crests, trophies, historic static equipment displays 
etc. most of which will be trusted to the 3rd Infantry Division Museum at Fort Stewart and other 
artifacts to the Jungle Cat Association in Columbus, GA.   Did you know that Medal of Honor Winner 
Paul R. Smith was in the 11th?  http://www.army.mil/medalofhonor/smith/ We are currently 
working with the 3rd Infantry Division Museum and the Smith Family to properly honor where the 
artifacts commemorating his life will reside.  

 It’s now December and I believe the chain of command has done an outstanding job in taking 
care of our Jungle Cat Soldiers and Families.  We will be saying goodbye to the first round of Jungle 
Cat Soldiers and Families over the holidays and then another round in the spring just before the 
Brigade deactivates.  As for us? We do have a better idea on where our next adventure will be but I’m 
not at liberty to announce that yet, as you well know, it’s the Army and I need to see that in writing, 
please. *chuckle* However, I will say, the Army has taken mercy on us and granted us a second chance 
at command!  We could not be happier unless we were told we were finishing up command here at the 
11th.    This is the second time we will see the 11th Engineer Battalion colors rolled up, as my husband 
was in company command when the battalion was deactivated back in 2004.  So if history serves us 
well and repeats itself, I predict the 11th Engineer Battalion will be back when duty calls.  

If you are in the Fort Benning Area on December 16th, please join us for the 11th Engineer 
Battalion Deactivation Ceremony at 0930 at Sledgehammer Field on Kelly Hill.  Please RSVP to 
myself at putnamlp@yahoo.com 

Thank you ! Jungle Cats Forward! 

http://www.army.mil/medalofhonor/smith/
mailto:putnamlp@yahoo.com
http://www.army.mil/medalofhonor/smith/
mailto:putnamlp@yahoo.com
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Photo Gallery 
Please enjoy these photos of our recent events!

This picture is from our 
November Board 
Meeting.  These 

Pumpkin Tarts were 
DELICIOUS!!!.  We 

asked Laurel-Lee States 
to share her recipe.

(The Recipe refers to a 
Mini Tart Shaper. I had 
no idea what that was, 

so here is a picture. Sold 
at Pampered Chef, Bed 

Bath & Beyond, and 
Wal-Mart)

Spiced Pumpkin Tartlets 
1 package of Refrigerated Sugar Cookie Dough (Pillsbury or Nestle Break and Bake, 24 
count) 
1 can (15 ounces) Solid Packed Pumpkin 
8 oz container of Cool Whip, thawed 
2 teaspoons Pumpkin Pie Spice 
1 package (3.4 ounces) Cheesecake Instant Pudding and Pie Filling 
*Preheat oven to 325 

1. Cut each of the dough cookies in half and place in a Mini Muffin Pan (spray lightly with 
Pam with flour or Baker's Joy beforehand). 

2. Bake cookies on middle rack of oven for 10-12 minutes or until golden brown. Remove 
from oven and cool for about 1-2 minutes, then press with Mini Tart Shaper. Remove 
from pan to cooling rack within 5 minutes. 

3. Meanwhile, combine pumpkin, spice, and pudding in bowl. Fold in Cool Whip until all 
mixed. 

4. Using a frosting tip or small spoon, fill shaped cookie cups with mixture. 

5. Repeat with remaining dough and mixture.

These are some pictures of 
our Nov. board meeting.

Want to see more? check out 
our web site 

www.armyengineerspouses.com

Or like us on FaceBook

wwww.facebook.com/
ArmyEngineerSpousesClub

http://armyengineerspouses.com
http://armyengineerspouses.com
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Photo Gallery 
Please enjoy these photos of our recent events!

The December 
Board meeting 
and Cookie 
Exchange held at 
Connie’s home 
was so much fun!  
Even her dog, 
Truffles enjoyed 
the festivities!

Below are some 
more pictures of 
the November 
Board meeting
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Keepers of the Castle

This past month, the Keepers of the Castle learned about some of the military working dogs.  
They are pictured here demonstrating some of their search and rescue skills as well as showing off 
their bomb sniffing expertise. They followed up this interesting presentation with wreath making. 
Connect with the Keeper’s Of the Castle on Facebook at www.facebook.com/
KeepersOfTheCastle or via email FLWKeepers@gmail.com.

http://www.facebook.com/KeepersOfTheCastle
mailto:FLWKeepers@gmail.com
http://www.facebook.com/KeepersOfTheCastle
mailto:FLWKeepers@gmail.com
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Engineers In Europe
To promote the first Lego League 
event on 28 December, the Army 
Engineer Spouses' Group-Europe 
decorated a Lego-themed tree in 
support of the Wiesbaden 
Community Spouses' Club annual 
tree and wreath auction that 
supports their scholarship and 
grant program. All Legos and 
decorations were donated by 
spouses and we pooled our 
decorating talents together at the 
November Spouses' Coffee to 
make it happen.
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You may, or may not, have wondered why 
your bank is sending you new credit and 
debit cards with what looks to be an 
embedded computer chip.  Well there is a 
new technical standard called Europay, 
Mastercard and Visa (EMV) and the intent of 
EMV is to improve security.  The card stores 
data on the integrated circuit on your card 
rather than magnetic strips although most 
cards are still coming with the strips to allow 
for backwards compatibility.  The circuit uses 
cryptographic algorithms to generate a pin 
for each purchase which provides 
authentication of the card.  Previously, 
liability for fraudulent transactions was 
generally the responsibility of the card issuer.   
Starting October 1st in the United States 
American Express, Discover, Mastercard and 
Visa implemented a liability shift for 
fraudulent purchases from the card issuer to 
the merchant in certain cases if they do not 
use EMV chip-enabled devices to process 
payment transactions.  Although 
implementation is in effect it is expected that 
it will take a few years before this new 
standard is fully adopted within the US. 

You can contact any board member by 
logging on to our web site, clicking 
Contact Us, and selecting the email 
address you are looking for.  We look 
forward to hearing from you!

Dollars & Sense 
From the Treasurer, Jessica L. Gregris

Contact Us

In Memory
CSM Abel G. 
RODRIGUEZ 

CSM Abel G., born 
October 9, 1963, 
passed away Sunday, 
November 1, 2015. 
Abel was a retired 
CSM after serving 33 
years in the US Army, 
a bronze star 
recipient, as well as 

the recipient of The De Fleury medal. 
Abel was the dear son of the late Abel and 
Tomasa Rodriguez, the loving husband of 
Wendy (Snyder-Fox) Rodriguez, beloved 
brother of Carmen Torres, Hope Garza, Mary 
Obman, Armando Rodriguez, Tony Rodriguez, 
Arthur Rodriguez, Joe Rodriguez, and Robert 
Rodriguez, cherished  father of Abel 
Marcelino Rodriguez, Maria Maricela 
Rodriguez, Nicolas Rodriguez, Paul Rodriguez, 
Victoria Rodriguez, Charles Arreaga, and 
Savanah Meese, and dear grandfather of Abel 
Bradyn Rodriguez, Marianna Cowen, Maylayna 
Cowen, and Aubrey Meese. For more 
information please see 
www.shortenandryan.com

http://www.shortenandryan.com
http://www.shortenandryan.com
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Fun & Games
Try this Jumble Puzzle! Unscramble these words then decode the riddle: 

The Army Engineer that cried at the movies was… 
(If you need a hint to unscramble the words, see below)

HINT: Most words are organizational units of the Army.
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Membership
Join online at 

www.armyengineer
spouses.com/

membership.html

Questions?

Contact our 
Membership Chair

Jackie Caldwell

membership@armye
ngineerspouses.com

AESC 2015-2016 MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 
PRINT NAME as you would like to be listed in the Castle 
Directory (The Redbook)	
  
Last _____________________________  

First_______________________________ 

Mailing Address:  

____________________________________________________ 
  
City ____________________________ State ____________  
  
Zip Code______________  
  
Preferred contact phone:  

__________________________________________________ 
  
E-mail: 

____________________________________________________ 
  
Your Birthday (month/day only) ________________  
  
Check one: □ New member □ Returning member □ Rejoining 
member 
  
Spouse's Name: ______________________________________ 
Check one: Is Spouse: □ Active □ Retired □ Reserve/Na*onal	
Guard	□ Deceased  
  
Spouse's title/rank/job assignment or firm: 

 
____________________________________________________ 

By sending this application, you agree to have the above 
information listed in the Castle Directory.  
Membership runs from July 1, 2015 until June 30, 2016. 
Membership information received by Oct 31st,	2015 will be 
included in the 2015-2016 Castle Directory. Thank you!  

Annual dues + 1 copy of the Castle Directory $25 ___________  
Additional Castle Directory: Each $5 ___________  
Total: ___________ 

Please make check payable to AESC and mail to:  
AESC MEMBERSHIP  
P.O. Box 6332  
Alexandria, VA 22306-6332 

http://www.armyengineerspouses.com/membership.html
mailto:membership@armyengineerspouses.com
http://www.armyengineerspouses.com/membership.html
mailto:membership@armyengineerspouses.com
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